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How	  We	  Got	  the	  Bible	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

I. IntroducCon	  

If	  we	  can	  help	  people	  trust	  the	  origins	  of	  the	  Bible	  and	  its	  
preserva@on,	  that	  invites	  trust	  in	  the	  message	  of	  this	  Book	  as	  one	  
to	  be	  believed,	  obeyed,	  and	  delighted	  in.	  

II. The	  Provision	  of	  God’s	  Word	  

A. Revela@on	  

God	  has	  chosen	  to	  reveal	  Himself	  in	  and	  
through	  the	  Bible.	  (2	  Timothy	  3:16-‐17)	  

B. Inspira@on	  

God,	  the	  primary	  Author	  of	  Scripture,	  works	  
through	  human	  authors	  to	  communicate	  His	  
message.	  (2	  Peter	  1:20-‐21)	  
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“One	  of	  the	  most	  
fundamental	  asser@ons	  
about	  God	  is	  that	  he	  
speaks.”	  (E.J.	  Schnabel)	  



III. The	  ProtecCon	  of	  God’s	  Word	  

A. Canon	  

1. Canon	  defined	  

The	  66	  books	  we	  have	  in	  our	  Old	  and	  New	  
Testaments	  are	  the	  boundaries	  for	  God’s	  Word.	  
We	  aren’t	  missing	  anything,	  and	  we	  don’t	  have	  
anything	  extra.	  

This	  canon	  is	  the	  “standard”	  or	  “measure”	  by	  
which	  all	  else	  should	  be	  judged.	  	  

2. Canon	  dismissed	  and/or	  debated	  

3. Canon	  defended	  

a. The	  idea	  of	  canonicity	  makes	  sense	  

‣ It	  makes	  sense	  that	  a	  personal	  God	  would	  want	  

to	  communicate	  with	  us!	  
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‣ It	  makes	  sense	  because	  of	  what	  we	  read	  in	  the	  

Bible.	  

Deuteronomy	  17:14-‐20	  (esp.	  vv.	  18-‐19);	  Joshua	  
1:7-‐8;	  22	  Kings	  22:8-‐10	  (also	  22:18-‐19;	  23:1-‐3);	  
Nehemiah	  8:1-‐3;	  Luke	  4:14-‐21;	  2	  Timothy	  3:16-‐17;	  
2	  Timothy	  4:13;	  2	  Peter	  3:15-‐16	  

b. The	  process	  of	  canonicity	  

‣ How	  detractors	  suggest	  it	  happened	  

Historical	  accident	  or	  agenda-‐driven	  
power	  play	  

‣ A	  closer	  approxima@on	  to	  how	  it	  actually	  
happened	  

+ The	  Old	  Testament	  
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“…by	  the	  @me	  of	  Jesus,	  
the	  Old	  Testament	  canon	  
enjoyed	  near	  universal	  
agreement,	  and	  both	  
Jesus	  and	  his	  early	  
followers	  accepted	  that	  
canon	  without	  ques@on.”	  

Greg	  Gilbert,	  Why	  Trust	  
the	  Bible?,	  p.	  62



+ The	  New	  Testament	  

-‐ “The	  remarkable	  fact	  about	  the	  
development	  of	  the	  canon,	  then,	  is	  not	  the	  
disagreements	  or	  the	  diversity	  -‐	  some	  of	  
this	  is	  to	  be	  expected.	  The	  remarkable	  fact	  
is	  the	  impressively	  early	  agreement	  about	  
the	  core	  books	  of	  the	  canon.	  The	  
fundamental	  unity	  around	  the	  four	  Gospels	  
and	  the	  majority	  of	  Paul’s	  epistles	  at	  such	  
an	  early	  @me,	  and	  in	  the	  midst	  of	  such	  
turmoil	  and	  dissension,	  is	  the	  fact	  of	  the	  
canon	  that	  deserves	  men@on	  and	  
emphasis”	  (Kostenberger	  and	  Kruger,	  The	  
Heresy	  of	  Orthodoxy	  ,	  p.	  160,	  bold	  
emphasis	  added).	  

-‐ “Images	  of	  early	  Chris@anity	  as	  a	  wide-‐
open	  contest	  between	  books	  of	  every	  kind	  
and	  from	  every	  place	  -‐	  a	  primi@ve	  wri@ng	  
compe@@on	  of	  sorts	  -‐	  simply	  does	  not	  
square	  with	  the	  convic@ons	  of	  early	  
believers.	  In	  their	  understanding,	  there	  was	  
something	  inherently	  closed	  about	  the	  
canon	  from	  the	  very	  beginning,	  even	  in	  the	  
midst	  of	  ongoing	  discussions.	  And	  this	  fact	  
reveals	  that	  long	  before	  the	  fourth	  century	  
there	  was	  a	  fundamental	  trend	  toward	  
limita@on	  and	  restric@on,	  not	  invita@on	  
and	  expansion”	  (Kostenberger	  and	  Kruger,	  
The	  Heresy	  of	  Orthodoxy	  ,	  p.	  171).	  

-‐ Early	  evidence:	  The	  wri@ngs	  of	  Irenaeus	  
and	  the	  Muratorian	  Canon	  
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“…enough	  has	  been	  
documented	  to	  clearly	  
indicate	  that	  a	  core	  of	  
Scripture	  existed	  from	  
very	  early	  on	  and	  was	  
most	  certainly	  not	  the	  
crea@ve	  inven@on	  of	  
Irenaeus	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  
second	  century	  or	  
Constan@ne	  in	  the	  fourth	  
century.	  Because	  the	  core	  
was	  established	  so	  early,	  
this	  would	  also	  mean	  that	  
certain	  books	  simply	  
could	  not	  be	  accepted	  as	  
doctrine.”	  

-‐	  Jonathan	  Morrow,	  
Ques7oning	  the	  Bible:	  11	  
Major	  Challenges	  to	  the	  
Bible’s	  Authority,	  p.	  70



-‐ “Criteria”	  for	  canonicity:	  	  

-‐ Apostolicity	  

-‐ Catholicity	  (i.e.,	  universality)	  

-‐ Orthodoxy	  

-‐ Self-‐aiesta@on	  

c. A	  key	  truth	  to	  keep	  in	  mind	  

As	  Chris@an,	  let’s	  not	  remove	  the	  supernatural	  
from	  this!	  God	  cares	  about	  protec@ng	  the	  
integrity	  of	  what	  He’s	  said!	  Let’s	  allow	  room	  
for	  the	  Holy	  Spirit’s	  superintending	  work	  to	  
lead	  the	  church	  towards	  canoniza@on	  and	  the	  
protec@on	  of	  God’s	  Word!	  

d. What	  about	  the	  Apocrypha?	  -‐	  Two	  big	  reasons	  the	  
Apocrypha	  should	  not	  be	  given	  canonical	  weight:	  

‣ Apocrypha	  never	  directly	  quoted	  as	  Scripture	  in	  
NT	  

‣ Apocrypha	  not	  accepted	  as	  canonical	  by	  the	  
Jewish	  community	  
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The	  thing	  to	  remember	  is	  
that	  canonicity	  was	  not	  
conferred	  by	  the	  church;	  
it	  was	  confirmed	  by	  the	  
church.	  	  The	  process	  of	  
canoniza@on	  is	  the	  
process	  where	  the	  early	  
church	  formally	  
recognized	  what	  books	  
were	  already	  understood	  
to	  have	  the	  authority	  of	  
God’s	  Word.



B. Transmission	  

1. Transmission	  

a. “For	  every	  prac@cal	  purpose	  for	  which	  Chris@ans	  use	  
the	  Bible,	  the	  modern	  edi@ons	  of	  the	  Hebrew	  Old	  
Testament	  and	  Greek	  New	  Testament,	  like	  all	  the	  
standard	  modern-‐language	  transla@ons	  in	  use	  around	  
the	  world	  today,	  can	  more	  than	  adequately	  func@on	  
as	  remarkably	  close	  approxima@ons	  of	  God’s	  inerrant	  
autographs	  [i.e.,	  the	  originals]	  and	  can	  guide	  us	  
theologically	  and	  ethically	  in	  every	  walk	  of	  life….we	  
have	  massive	  amounts	  of	  support	  for	  our	  convic@ons	  
that	  the	  sixty-‐six	  books	  of	  the	  canonical	  Scriptures	  
accepted	  by	  all	  branches	  of	  Chris@anity	  have	  been	  
extraordinarily	  well	  preserved”	  (Craig	  L.	  Blomberg,	  
Can	  We	  S7ll	  Believe	  the	  Bible?,	  p.	  40,	  bold	  emphasis	  
added).	  

b. What	  does	  this	  “massive	  amount	  of	  support”	  include?	  

‣ Da@ng	  of	  manuscripts	  

‣ Number	  of	  manuscripts	  
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Psalm	  119:16	  (NIV):	  
I	  delight	  in	  your	  decrees;	  I	  
will	  not	  neglect	  your	  
word.



2. Transla@on	  

IV. Conclusion:	  

If	  God	  has	  provided	  His	  Word	  and	  protected	  His	  Word,	  He	  has	  
purpose	  for	  it.	  The	  final	  ques@on	  we	  need	  to	  ask	  then,	  is	  this:	  	  

Am	  I	  lining	  	  up	  my	  life	  with	  the	  purposes	  in	  God’s	  
Word?	  (See	  esp.	  2	  Timothy	  3:16-‐17;	  Psalm	  119)	  
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“Except	  for	  aberrant	  
transla7ons	  produced	  by	  
sects	  or	  cults	  to	  maintain	  
their	  dis7nc7ve	  doctrines,	  
every	  Bible	  on	  the	  market	  
today	  is	  sufficiently	  
faithful	  in	  its	  transla7on	  
so	  that	  its	  readers	  can	  
learn	  all	  of	  the	  
fundamental	  truths	  of	  
Chris7anity	  accurately.	  
The	  same	  events	  occur	  in	  
all	  versions,	  the	  same	  
characters	  appear,	  the	  
same	  commands	  are	  
given,	  the	  same	  wisdom	  
is	  imparted,	  the	  same	  
prophecies	  are	  
ar@culated,	  the	  same	  
doctrine	  promulgated,	  
and	  so	  on.	  The	  
differences	  are	  
exceedingly	  minor	  
compared	  to	  the	  overall	  
similari@es.”	  

-‐	  Craig	  L.	  Blomberg,	  Can	  
We	  S7ll	  Believe	  the	  
Bible?,	  p.	  85.	  Emphasis	  
original.



ReflecCon	  QuesCons	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  i	  
How	  We	  Got	  the	  Bible	  

➡ Reflect	  on	  the	  Chris@an	  teaching	  that	  the	  Bible	  is	  God’s	  Word	  -‐	  in	  and	  through	  this	  book,	  God	  reveals	  
Himself	  and	  His	  ways	  to	  us,	  invi@ng	  us	  into	  a	  rela@onship	  with	  Him.	  How	  should	  this	  truth	  about	  
what	  the	  Bible	  is	  shape	  the	  way	  we	  approach	  it?	  

➡ Given	  this	  value	  placed	  on	  the	  Bible	  (see	  above),	  why	  is	  the	  topic	  of	  “How	  We	  Got	  the	  Bible”	  
important?	  

➡ Are	  there	  ways	  you’ve	  heard	  the	  origins	  or	  preserva@on	  of	  the	  Bible	  challenged,	  or	  denied?	  	  Briefly	  
summarize	  these	  arguments	  you’ve	  heard.	  

➡ Look	  back	  through	  the	  “The	  Protec@on	  of	  God’s	  Word”	  por@on	  of	  your	  notes.	  	  What	  points	  were	  
most	  helpful	  for	  you?	  Why?	  

➡ If	  God	  has	  provided	  His	  Word	  and	  protected	  His	  Word,	  He	  has	  purpose	  for	  it.	  Look	  at	  2	  Timothy	  
3:16-‐17.	  What	  purposes	  does	  God	  have	  for	  His	  Word,	  that	  we	  see	  here?	  How	  are	  any	  of	  these	  
purposes	  playing	  out	  in	  your	  life?	  Explain.	  

➡ From	  this	  material	  on	  “How	  We	  Got	  the	  Bible,”	  what	  are	  1-‐2	  things	  that	  are	  s@cking	  out	  to	  you	  in	  a	  
big	  way?	  Any	  lingering	  ques@ons	  or	  other	  things	  you	  want	  to	  talk	  about	  related	  to	  this	  material?	  
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